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which manages a $4 million budget neighbor-
hood investment project. He is Vice-President
of the Community Development Corporation, a
multi-million dollar corporation which address-
es issues of housing, rehabilitation, weather-
ization, and other related redevelopment
issues. Rev. McCaskill is also Chair of the
Community Renaissance Alliance, Inc., an or-
ganization that works toward building low in-
come housing for Philadelphia Senior Citizens.

Mr. Speaker, Rev. McCaskill is more than
just a dynamic leader and a man of God, Ran-
dall McCaskill is my friend. I know I speak for
all Philadelphians when I say thank you to him
for his continued participation in the struggle
to improve the conditions of our proud city.
We are eternally grateful to him for showing
us that where there is a will there is a way. By
breaking down barriers along racial lines,
socio-economic lines, etc., Rev. McCaskill has
become the personification of our city’s age-
old tradition of ‘‘brotherly love’’; a truly remark-
able accomplishment for a truly remarkable
man.
f
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize a true advocate
of crime prevention.

Robert DeNier has played a role in trying to
stop criminal activity in Southwestern Colorado
for most of his life. Robert served as a special
agent in the FBI for 27 years. During that time,
he worked hard to eliminate crime.

Robert also served in the Colorado State
House of Representatives from 1976 to 1982
and in the State Senate from 1986 to 1990.
While in office, Robert tried to pass legislation
appropriating funds to be designated for youth
crime intervention. Legislation on the issue
never passed while Robert was in office. How-
ever, in 1995, under a bill co-sponsored by
State Senator Jim Dyer and State Senator
Ben Alexander, legislation and an appropria-
tion to build a detention center passed through
both houses and became reality.

The center is located in Durango and, after
a unanimous vote of the Colorado General As-
sembly, is named after Robert. The Robert
DeNier Youth Services Center was opened on
January 25, 2000.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in honor and thanks to
Robert DeNier, a man that is dedicated to
making Colorado a better place to live.
f

HONORING WILLIAM M. LYLES

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor William M. Lyles for being
named the 1999 Entrepreneur in Residence, a
program of the Sid Craig School of Business
at California State University, Fresno. Each

year the program hosts a successful entre-
preneur in order to stimulate local business in-
terest.

William M. Lyles is the president and chief
executive officer of Fresno-based Lyles Diver-
sified, Inc. Lyles was selected as the 1999 En-
trepreneur in Residence because of his tre-
mendous qualifications and service to both the
community at large and the business commu-
nity.

Mr. Lyles’ extensive business involvement
includes: W.M. Lyles Co., a general engineer-
ing contractor engaged primarily in under-
ground pipeline and utility construction, and
Kaweah Construction Co., a general engineer-
ing contractor specializing in heavy concrete
and mechanical construction. He is also in-
volved in American Paving Co., a general en-
gineering contractor with interests primarily in
paving residential and commercial property,
and Saratoga Capital, Inc., a San Jose-based
property management corporation, handling
rental properties and real estate sales. In addi-
tion, Lyles also holds a partnership in Pelco,
a Clovis-based company designing, manufac-
turing, and marketing components for closed
circuit television security and surveillance sys-
tems.

Lyles Diversified, Inc. is a California cor-
poration engaged in construction and manu-
facturing. The company’s varied interests in-
clude subdivision and industrial tract develop-
ments, real estate ownership and manage-
ment, shopping centers, and farming interests.
Lyles plays an active role in all of his business
ventures.

Lyles has received several awards, includ-
ing the 1991 Leon Peters Award, the 1992
Outstanding Philanthropist, and the Purdue
Alumni Citizenship Award, among others.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor William L. Lyles
for his achievements as a businessman. I urge
my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Lyles
many more years of continued success.
f
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a few minutes today to pay tribute to
Robert D. Squier who passed away last week
after a long illness. While his name may be fa-
miliar to some, particularly those with an inter-
est in politics, people around the United States
and even in some foreign countries know him
by his work. Bob was a political consultant. He
advised Presidents and would-be Presidents,
Senators and those wishing to be Senators
and Governors and hope-to-be Governors on
how to conduct their campaigns and how to
communicate their dreams, beliefs and accom-
plishments to the voters.

Bob believed deeply in his craft and in our
political system. Despite what many think of
his profession, he knew how important it is to
reach out to voters. But he also knew his role.
In an interview several years ago, he re-
marked, ‘‘the candidate is always more impor-
tant than the consultant. The consultants that
do poorly in this business are the ones who
begin to forget that.’’

Bob only worked for Democrats, and the list
of politicians he advised over the years is a

who’s who of Democratic politicians and a
modern American history book itself. Squier
began his career while still in college when he
produced a campaign commercial for Orville
Freeman, then Governor of Minnesota who
would later become Secretary of Agriculture.
He would later be hired by President Lyndon
Johnson as a television advisor, and he went
on to work for Hubert Humphrey’s Presidential
campaign. In the years that followed, the list of
those that sought and benefited from his wis-
dom continued to grow; Muskie, Carter, DODD,
ROCKEFELLER, Bumpers, Simon, Hart, BYRD,
BIDEN, GRAHAM, ROBB, Pell, Richards, Clinton,
GORE to name but only a few.

It is fair to say that politics was in his blood.
I know, however, that it was also in his genes.
I have been fortunate for many years to know
and work with his son, Mark, who learned at
his feet and went on to open his own firm. I
extend to Mark and his brother, Robert, their
3 children, and Bob’s wife, Prudence, my
deepest sympathy.
f
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize a man from Colo-
rado who has displayed tremendous amounts
of determination and strength to overcome a
life-threatening injury.

Mr. Rolf Funk, of Silverthorne, Colorado,
has always had a love for skiing. During his
sophomore year of high school, in 1951, Rolf
started to pursue his passion and began ski
jumping. After ten years of training and com-
petition, Rolf decided to train for the Olympics.
He became the first person to use a 900
meter ski jump. For the next 35 years, Rolf
competed and won various medals and
awards. In 1994, Rolf competed in the United
States National Competition and finished in
third place.

Then in 1995 tragedy struck. Many people
believed that Rolf would never walk again,
much less ski.

While Rolf was training in Breckenridge,
Colorado, he was going down a run and
struck a mogul unexpectedly. The impact was
to Rolf’s neck and back and he laid in the
snow, unable to move. Ski Patrol units moved
quickly to stabilize Rolf and to try to minimize
the injuries and transport him to a medical fa-
cility.

Rolf was air-lifted to Denver Swedish Hos-
pital. The verdict was a spinal cord injury that
was initially paralyzing. Rolf was unable to
move any of his extremities and the doctors
decided that surgery was needed to relieve
pressure to the spinal cord. It was unclear to
the surgeon whether or not Rolf would receive
any motor functions after the surgery. The sur-
gery was a success, but at first there were no
signs that it would help Rolf recover any mo-
bility in his legs or arms. Day by day, how-
ever, Rolf began to get physical movements
back in his extremities.

Rolf was transferred to Craig Hospital where
specialists could concentrate on helping him
recover. Rolf was convinced, in his heart, that
he would not only walk again, but that he
would continue his love, skiing. Just a few
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